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fixed by rings round the fingers, whilst under the
palin it consists of four, "sharp knife-blades, bent
inwards with a circular twist, so that the hamd
can be closed and nothing shows but the rings,
outside. With this instrument in his left hand
and a dagger concealed in his dress, he left the
fort for the interview.

Alzal Khan had already been some time at the
rendezvous, and was getting impatient at the
delay, when he saw Shivaji approaching, but
halting every now and then as if fearing to
advance.

By way of reassuring him, Alzul sent his armed
attendant to some distance, though he allowed
Shivaji to be closely followed by his two armed
men. Alzul Khan now advanced, and they em-
braced in the usual Oriental fashion; but, whilst
so doing, Shivaji struck at his enemy with the
waghnakh concealed in his left hand, and ripped
him open; at the same time, drawing a dagger
out of his clothes with his right hand, he plunged
it into his side.